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A St Andrews PhD — event funded by
QAA Scotland - Enhancement Themes

Topics that all Scottish universities focus on at the same time, to make the
guality of teaching and learning experience even better.

Until 2017 the theme is Student Transitions

Directed by Vice-Principals from the Scottish higher education sector
(SHEEC) and coordinated by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education Scotland (QAAS).

A little bit of money.......

=

enhancement

heme
www.enhaneamentthemes.acuk e




So welcome to an afternoo
thinking about your future

* Supporting your transition
— Give information on further study opportunities
— Opportunity to meet with PhD students

— Reflect on how your current studies develop you
to prepare for research

ancement
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Is a PhD for me? And the transition from PGT-PGR PGT Pro-Dean
Where to look for funding: a demonstration of Fund Karen Laing
Comfort break

What we’re looking for in an application Prof Jason Konig

The application experience and the PhD interview Dr Ben Carter
The PhD experience 1%, 2"? and 3" year PGR representatives

What are DTCs?/ An introduction to SGSAH Jude Henderson, SGSAH
School discussions in Bell Pettigrew and refreshment break: A chance

to question current PhDs

1600
1600
1610
1645

Where do PhDs go? Dr Ben Carter, Careers
A PhD alumni’s experience

Q&A panel discussion

Wine reception
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Thinking about a PhD?

| want to be an academic

Because my dissertation supervisor says | would be a brilliant
PhD student!

Because it is expected of me (family, friends, peers)

Because | am really interested in the topic and want to spend
the next 3+ years researching and writing about it

Because it will enhance my employability

Because | can’t think what else to do and besides it is
fun/comfy/friendly here at St Andrews and | don’t want to
leave
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s a PhDfor me?
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Are you motivated enough to undertake a PhD?
Are you patient enough to do a PhD?

Genius is hard work / intelligence — can you work hard for 3-4 years
onh one question?

Are your dependents (if you have them) fully supportive?

Do your research goals marry well with those of your potential
supervisor?

Is your potential supervisor a good fit for you (track record and
research excellence)?

Is the PhD intellectually challenging enough?

Will doing a PhD enhance the type of career you want to pursue?
Do you have the necessary funds to pay for your studies?

Do you have the necessary qualifications?
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Some random advice

* Consider taking a break

* Opportunity to expand your knowledge and
skills

* Your area of research for your Masters need
not dictate your PhD

* Do your research
* Ask about training and opportunity to teach?
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Transition

* Some Schools permit/encourage a smooth
transition from Masters to PhD or MPhil

* Local School variation

* One arm of the Transition work at St Andrews
is to develop clear and transparent
information for students and staff on the
process — work in progress
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Principles of transition

— No double counting of time or work

— Progression dependent on performance

PGDip — 120 credits taught modules — 2 semesters

MLitt — 120 credits taught modules + 60 credit
dissertation — 2 semesters plus summer

MPhil — 120 credit taught modules plus long
dissertation — 2 semesters plus one year

PhD — 3 or 4 years
Building blocks
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Contact a supervisor — discuss a project

Apply to the University for admission

Make it known to the School that you want to be considered for funding

Search for funding opportunities

Find out how other students are funded; ask supervisor;
search online (University, Research Council and Charities)



A SAMPLE E-MAIL FOR A POTENTIAL SUPERVISOR

Dear Professor Smith salutation is title and last name... and the title should be the one they use
(Professor or Dr - NEVER Mrs!)

| read your recent publication in the journal [xxxx] about [xxxx] and | was particularly interested in [the
methodology you have developed]. give a specific reference and show you have read it by picking out a
key point

| am a final year undergraduate working on a similar topic with [name of current supervisor] at the
University of [name]. | will complete my degree next summer and | am expected to graduate in the top
5% of my class (I won the class prize last year). Keep details short but talk yourself up with a specific
highlight

Although my supervisor suggested | stay for a PhD, she cannot provide funding. Indicates that your
supervisor thinks highly of you. Also shows that you need funding, but without asking directly whether
Prof Smith has money.

In addition, | would really like to work with you! Move back from money to Prof Smith’s ego.
Exclamation marks are generally to be avoided, but here it has the effect of lightening the compliment
and conveying enthusiasm.

Do you plan to take on students next year? Asking a direct question makes a reply far more likely. This
one also allows for the person not to feel bad about sending a negative response (‘sorry, | have too
many students’)

| have attached a copy of a poster | presented at the student Christmas conference.

It is good to show something, but try to avoid an attachment. E.g., paste into the body of an e-mail or
make yourself a word-press page with pictures of you and, e.g., a poster or other written work.

| would be grateful for your advice on how to proceed.
Sincerely, Andy use your preferred name

Andy Student give your full name
University of the West...
full contact details, including web address, Skype if you use it, Linkedin if you use it etc.)
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* Looking back

 PhD was the opportunity to spend 3 years
totally dedicated and focused on something |
was completely passionate about

 Hugely rewarding and the springboard to my
career

* Never again in life will you have this luxury
* Life gets in the way and more complicated!
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| will be around for questions later

* To take you through one of your first steps
* Finding Funding............. Karen Laing



The First-Year
Perspective

Fiona Dakin
School of Modern Languages
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vise

2. Stay in 3. Apply to

contact - universities
4. Begil

for fun

5. Revise /

6. Re-revise . funding
funding applications
applications

8. Submit!
— 9. Wait...

10. Look into othe




Once you're in...




Applications and Interviews

Dr. Ben Carter
Careers Adviser, Research

University
of

St Andrews




PhD iaitsseess: 15 January 2016:

Funding ::::: PhD applications deadline for
: Divinity & International Relations

Fair

A PostgraduateStudentships
Specialist Funding Event

01 Dec 2015, London!

TARGETpostgrad Study & Funding Fair - Scotland .I TH RGEI-
Events from TARGETjobs and TARGET] rad
Thﬁr;fiay?n:g Novemtj)?er52815 from 11 :g(c))st? 165:00 (GMT) pOStgray

Glasgow, United Kingdom
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‘E&reers %
WARNING! -

Resources to be aware of;:

(fégﬁ%fg Students Researchers Alumni Academics Employers @ Videos About us WT‘J—"]
Videos Careers » Videos
= - . : : Other PG
CVs & applications Admissions Presentations from US Graduate Schools
Interviews & Assessment Stu dy VI deOS
Centres PostGrad USA Presentation: Georgetown PP PostGrad USA Presentation: American Unive < 0 3
Networking . here (Slgnup

Postgraduate Study ! g ; .
Admissions Presentations o — : : . R ) = v reqUIred) .
from US Graduate School : e B = Jf

Improve your employability

Careers Sectors " A e a0 '.,gj . =3 ™ . SearCh for

Immigration

Employer Q&A Sessions - — 7 -‘ . 2 : “POStgrad”

Graduate School Sessions

Online Workshops
Diversity & Equality

PostGrad USA Presentation: Elliott School of < O
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© Entire site ® Carears
EEI'EEFS

Centre Students Researchers Alumni Academics Employers Videos About us
Worldwide Winter Work Shadowing 2016 - Apply by 15 November. Shadow a St Andrews Alum at their place of
work during the Winter Break in January 2016. e e ]
Find jobs & internships and
set email alerts
Internships & work Graduate Career Making Postgrad Networking Student
experience Jobs Options Applications Study Enterprise
= 1
This week's.
Identify the right postgrad course for you
Course choices for the UK, EU and Worldwide Information about postgraduate degree options in the 1 Advisers Jobs

United States 9

Making your application Funding postgraduate study & Competitions

Tips on how to write a successful application Search scholarships, studentships and other opportunities

Hews

5] £

‘ Featured Events

& All events

What is Occupational
Psychology?
Fri 06-Mow

Make the
m l
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Why a

A ST
ANndrews
PhD
apbplication

Interviews,
and how to
avold them
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Figure 1 What are the 3 main reasons you are considering
postgraduate study? Tick 3 answers

Because I'm passionate about the subject

To get a better job

To earn more money in the long run

Because | need to for my chosen profession

To get a job in academia

Because I'll struggle to get a job this year

To stay in the region for another year



http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/

=X

e
Careers ng
Univot-i\rsity



http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/

0

“Lots of conversations over the year might lead
to an application.”

Recent Graduate Discount

e

Study options Why St Andrews Fees and funding Accommodation Your future Meet us

University > Study at St Andrews > Postgraduate > Fees and funding > Scholarships > Recent graduat

Recent Graduate Discount

In an initiative designed to recognise the loyalty of our students, the University of St Andrews
offers a 10% discount in postgraduate tuition fees to students who are eligible to graduate or
who have graduated from St Andrews within the last three academic years and are starting a
postgraduate programme with the University of St Andrews.

Students who have attended the University within the last three academic years via an
Exchange or Study Abroad programme are also eligible for the 10% discount. Students will only
be eligible for the discount upon unconditional offer of a place on a postgraduate degree
programme.


http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/pg/fees-and-funding/scholarships/recent-graduate-discount/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/pg/fees-and-funding/scholarships/recent-graduate-discount/

C “Expected; Strongly encouraged; Required”
¢ Research Proposal

*Upload Research Proposal

A 500 word outline (1,000 words for applications to Intemational Relations and Philosophy) of proposed
research topic.

No file selected.

* Upload Academic Writing Sample

A 2,000 word (3,000-5,000 word for applications to the School of English) critical essay such as an extract
from a previous project or essay, or part of your thesis.

No file selected.
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Funding 1

Please tell us how you will be mainly funding your training and research

| am applying for a UK Research Council studentship -

Please Select

| will be funding myself (savings/loans/employment)

| am applying for a UK Research Council studentship

| am being sponsored by a non-UK agency or charity

| will be receiving a bursary or scholarship

My employer will be providing financial support (University of 5t Andrews is not considered an employer)
| will be funding my studies through some other means

Please provide further information if you are applying for a UK Research Council studentship

Please Select E|

Please provide details of your funding arrangements

More details regarding the option selected above
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Funding 1

Please tell us how you will be mainly funding your training and research

| am applying for a UK Research Council studentship -

Please Select

| will be funding myself (savings/loans/employment)

I am applying for a UK Research Council studentship

| am being sponsored by a non-UK agency or charity

| will be receiving a bursary or scholarship

My employer will be providing financial support (University of 5t Andrews is not considered an employer)
I 'will be funding my studies through some other means

Please provide further information if you are applying for a UK Research Council studentship
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Bursaries and Scholarships

| will be applying for a scholarship through the University of St Andrews
@ Yes © No

Please enter details of the scholarship such as the award scheme or code

| will be applying for a bursary or scholarship not administered through the University of 5t Andrews
© Yes @ No
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Enter search keywords

@ Entire site ) School of Classics

e-Vision iSaint Library MMS Moodle Pure Saintmail SAULCAT  Office 365

News School of Classics = Prospective students = Postgraduate study > Fees and Funding Opportunities = AHRC awards
Events Scottish Graduate School for Arts & fffhtgrmgi‘;ggﬁjr‘;%ﬁ“ﬂ” Wednesday
Prospective students 43 :

=P ' Humanities AHRC-funded PhD Studentship
Postgraduate study iy = Visit the University and the

_ Competition 2016 Sehool.
Taught programmes: _ _
T " h g hool f d o and + Find out about our M Litt
e e Scc:.ttls : Graduate Sc cmd or Ar:s E:jn Humanities 1s Scotland’s programme 2-dpm
Research programmes: consortium for AHRC postagraduate funding. « More information
The PhD and MPhil )
Students who want to apply for SGSAH funding for the PhD must first have St And . fthe top 50
Apply for a place an application for PhD study accepted by one of the Scottish universities Andrews 1s one of the top
nd q PP hen b : dy P ¢ hy i h ) ) ) h' universities in the world for research

Fees and Funding and must then |-E se ECt-i as Onfc:-, tlde applicants t r_l—z; un|lver5|tvr:n.r|s 25 and teaching in the Arts and

Opportunities to support. App |c?r:s.w:j nurm? Y dc: a Masters gualification at the Humanities and among the top 20 for

St Leonard's College commencement of their doctoral study. International Qutlook, according to

. , o the Times Higher World University

Visiting postgraduates The deadline for 5G5AH submission is in February. Anyone who wants to be Rankings 2014/15

Undergraduate study considered for selection will need to have applied to the School of Classics

by 8 January 2016, so that we have time to look through the applications
carefully and work with the applicants we have chosen to support. Ideally
we would be keen to hear from prospective applicants before then, by

Staff Mavambar ar Naramhar—tha mora fima voon bhava o diernee wooore neonneal

Current students

Alumni
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Study at St Andrews

Undergraduate Postgraduate Non-degree courses Study abroad International Access and outreach Courses

Study options Why St Andrews Fees and funding Accommodation Your future Meet us How to apply

University > Study at 5t Andrews > Postgraduate > Fees and funding > Scholarships > Research

Scholarships for research postgraduate programmes Contact

Postgraduate Scholarships - Fees and Funding

5t Andrews is committed to attracting the very best students, regardless of financial Team

circumstances. Bursaries and scholarships are designed to provide assistance to help students

support themselves during their time at university and also aim to reward academic excellence. Email: pgscholarships @st-andrews.ac.uk

Phone: © +44 (0)1334 46 2254
The following is an overview of research postgraduate scholarships currently on offer. Please
select where you normally live from the list below.

UK/EU

Rest of the world <

Research council funding
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& University of St Andrews

Students Researchers Alumni Academics Employers Videos About us

Students 1) Careers »Students »Postgraduate study »Funding postgraduate study
Intemnships & work Funding postgraduate study
experience

Graduate jobs Use the Careers Centre Funding Online Database to search for scholarships, studentships and other funding

Career options opportunities.
Making applications
Postgraduate Loans - new scheme for Masters students
In the Chancellor's autumn statement in December 2014, it was announced that a postgraduate loan scheme will
Is Postgraduate study for be implemented for English-domiciled students and EU students studying in English institutions from 2016-17. The
me? scheme will offer students up to £10,000 to help with the costs of studying a masters degree. Students are eligible
Study in the US for the loans if they are under the age of 30 and are studying for a full-time masters, or part-time at 50% intensity

) N or above. There are no subject restrictions. Further details.
Making your application

» Funding postgraduate
study The cost of postgraduate study is significant. In recent years it has become more difficult to secure funding for
certain courses, particularly in arts-related disciplines. However bear in mind:
Networking
Events « There are still sources of funding available
Destinations » You'll need to be persistent in your search. Fundin g an d Scholars hip Optionsw

¢ Funding is allocated for a variety of reasons, not necessarily to

Work Shadowing + Scholarships can be awarded based on type of programme, nati

Funding comes in the form of scholarships, grants, and bursaries, v Find out what fundlng DDDD”UHIUES are available to you,

repay. Read the fine print before you accept an award so that you search and appr!’r:

Some courses have a small number of scholarships or bursaries aty

website, get in touch with the admission tutor for the course and 3| . Tuiiion fEE.‘ and mainten dance SchDIarships

you can apply for. Check with academic staff in your department to +« Accommodation awards
the area of postgraduate study that you're interested in.

* |nternships

ST = onl More funds will be made available over the coming weeks, please check-in regularly for
» Careers Centre FundingOnline 9 updates.
o

TeE————— Meed more information? Ask a Question. Accessed th I‘OUgh |Salnt
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C More Is expected of you
C You have a new project to work towards
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C
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Why you”

How will you fund yourself?

9
4
What will it mean for your career? B
:
Reference relevant sources g

Should focus on your academic suital

study at any’ (Diploma, teacher training, Master's, PhD) will require a persanal
sining your reafbns for applying. Here are some ideas to help you, taken from
| soMal Mt Mnents | Choose the bullet points that are spplicable to you and expand on
! adding detaiks relating t#%our own skills and experiences.
Many universities give clesr guidance about what they want you to cover in the personal statsment.
In this case, make sure you follow the instructions carefully. Others are less directive. If this is the
case, we suggest you structure your statement around the following six elements:

1. Get the basics right
You are selling yourself on paper in your personal statement, so you need to stand out.

*  Be concise: somewhere between one and two psges of text is genemslly enough. Some
institutions may give you a word limit

*  Many statements open with some variation on “From 2 very young age, | have had a burning
interest in...". Try samething more memarable — launch into your most inspiring experience
with the subject, or your finest hour as 2 researcher

*+  You don't need to stick to a rigid timeline of events - the order below is for guidance

+ Don't be afraid to include journal references, bibliography or links to your own work online,
provided they are relevant to the spplication

*  Ask academic staff for their opinion of what makes s good personal statement — they probably
see 3 lot of them

2. Why you want to study the particular course you've chosen

Convey your enthusiasm and mativation by covering some of the points below:

*  How you first became interested in this field: =g at secondary school or during & particular
modulein your undergraduste degres

* How you have leamed about it: eg through lectures, tuterisls, projects, work experience,
personal research, dissertation, conversations with academic staff

*  Whstyou particularly enjoy sbout the subject

= How work experience or an internship has inspired you to leam more about the subject

3. Why you want te study at the institution you've selected

Things you could write about in this paragraph include:

= The reputation of the particular course

* The academics there who are welkknown in the field you're interested in - mention f you've
read any of their work, and cite your sources

+  Specific academic stff there that you want to do research with

+  Academic staff teaching on the course that you'rs keen to study with

*  How the institution offers the right course content and structure for you: =g medules, projects,
dissertations, placements, fieldwork

= How the institution would provide a contrast to where you did your undergraduate degree: eg
larger, more specialised

*  Networks of contacts which the institution can provide

= Faciities and resources that the institution offers eg research equipment, libraries

«  General benefits of the location

& St Mary's Place, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9UY
1] 01334 462688 [¢] coreers@st-andrews acuk
[w] www.st-an

ity, with any other

University of St Andrews Careers Centre

preay

relevant experience, awards etc mentioned.
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Interview

Please select one of the following options

Please select an option s

| can attend interview or visit 5t Andrews

| am available for Skype or phone interview |r postgraduate study at St Andrews and what in your

eaucational bacKgrounda MaKes you a parucutarty suitable candidate for graduate study in your chosen
programme

*Upload Statement

No file selected.

*Upload CV

No file selected.

Continue »
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Preparation Practice

Presence
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< Why us?
< Why you?
C Oh, and a bunch of technical questions

-

-

C Can you direct your own research?
¢ Have you done the reading?

¢ What will you do next?

r“

Do you have any questions for us?”



http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/

)]

3

)]

A

-
dreers

Centre

@ University of St Andrews [ [

© entire st @ Careerz

-
6 St Mary,s Place KY1 6 9 UY @gﬁ%{g Students Researchers Alumni Academics Employers Videos About us
J

wing 2016 - Apply by 15 November. Shadow a St Andrews Alum at their place of
k in January 2016.

\-:o rk during the

Opposite the Student Association [ st | & | G | st | 5 [ |2 |l
24 on the Campus Map Case chses e UG B e -

United States
Making your application Funding postgraduate study - Competitions [ | News

Tips on how lo wiite a successful application Search scholarships. studentships and other opportunities

www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers

Sarah is an Art
History/IR a
graduate of the
University of St
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Where do PhDs go?

Dr. Ben Carter
Careers Adviser, Research

Umvermty

St Andrews Contre for Academic. Profes

g lsa iona IDmlopme



Survey
#2013-14
©2012-13
02011-12

School

ALl E

Department

All E

Qualification Level

Postgraduate Res: E

Course

ALl E

Gender

All E

Mationality
FIK
Flather EU

“iRest of 'I'Jui Warld

fingl Chira &
¥iChina Only
FIUsA Only

#lcanada Only

DesTiNATIONS OF LEAVERS FROM HIGHER EDUCATION
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PhD researchers

Conducting your resea ) .
The years you spend working toward your PhD should provide a great many opportunities to develop your CV along the

way. This secton of our website offers you guidance on how to approach these opportunities, what's available in the way
career? of career support and development, and how to consider what comes next once you've written up your thesis.
Alternatives to academia

Do I want an academic

It can help to think of vour PhD studies as your first graduate job. Keep good office hours, present yourself

professionally and keep in mind what you might do once you graduate. If you allow your PhD to be just an extension of

your student days, you're setting yourself up to fail. Our Students pages will provide you with a wealth of careers advice,

development but some of the key areas spedfic to your PhD can be found in this section. ¢

Cantract research staff )

Meta-academic careers
Support and career

St Leonard's College

As a research postgraduate, you are part of the university's St Leonard's College, the central institution
far all students enrolled on postgraduate study courses. The St Leonard's website contains additional
links and infarmation on the staff and administration behind the college.

Quick links

= Career Planning for PhDs; ebook from the good people at Jobs.ac.uk
« An Academic Career talks through the peaks and pitfalls of working in academia
= Surnviving @ PhD - Top 10 Tips; Dr Alex Hope's very sensible thoughts on the

» The Thesis Whisnerer: an inginhtful vateran’s hlnn on the rollercnaster of P
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ARTIST

Author
Freelance writer lect “ fef

Theologian

Postdoctoral researcher
Gnaphic Deciign 1

Community engagement
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,vn’rae
realising
‘ the potential
of researchers

What do researchers do? Career Paths of ALIRC
funded PhD Students

Final Report

Early career progression

4.-??9?0'?' graduates‘ r . - . L

o X §
Comparative analysis of two ¢ \ .

mProaession. Researcher career stories
; tories
B Companson  oyer 150 career stories from researchers. s

with masl
| Careers stories are personal naratives focused on the expenences
- and decisions thal the story lelers found significant. They olfer
inspiration and insight into the lives and career decisions of the story
tellers

Search

Career stories on film Entrepreneurial researchers Mature researchers
Hear researchers talking ahout thair Sec haw researchers have used Alarge propartion of rasearchers
career history and choices skilz gained during docteral training complete docloral studes after

10 develop carsars as anlrapreEneurs gaining sgnAcant work expanencs
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PhD Graduates (100 %)

~ Time

Non-academic
roles
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Early Career
Research

Non-university
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(industry,
government
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Non-academic

roles

Non-university
research
(industry,
government
etc.)

“The Scientific
Century”, Royal
Society 2010

3.5%

PhD Graduates (100 %)

Early Career Permanent
Research i Research Staff
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Leveraging your academic experience
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¢ Funding bodies
¢ [www.topcareer.jobs]

British Philosophical Association

¢ Learned Societies H

The
Historical Association
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Professional/Managerial/Support] Jag
¢ Knowledge Exchange |
¢ [AURIL] \
C [ktp.innovateuk.org]

WESERVED

< Intellectual Property S 1)
(GoPYREY,



http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/
http://www.auril.org.uk/Jobs/tabid/1156/Default.aspx
http://www.auril.org.uk/Jobs/tabid/1156/Default.aspx
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/jobs/professional-managerial-support-services
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/jobs/professional-managerial-support-services
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/wiki/Patents
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/careers/wiki/Patents

'Cgreers
Uentre

Meta-Academic Careers

P 1

< "Academic-related” career options:

¢ Consultancy
¢ [consultancyregister.com]

¢ Teaching
¢ [TeachFirst]
¢ [researchersinschools.org]

C Think Tanks
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The illustrated guide to a Ph.D.

Matt Might
matt.might.net
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Keep pushing
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